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Connie Dieken, co-anchor: 


Well, still tonight, it is easy to just flick a switch and fill a room with 
some light. But in the days before electricity, it was not so easy to make 
that darkness disappear. As one of Del's Folks explains, man's slow ascent 
from darkness began with a little tiny crude oil lamp. 

Del Donahoo reporting: 

Father Nathanial: This is one of the simplest forms of a lamp, a seashell 
with some bacon fat in it-any kind of meat fat would work-and a piece of 
twisted bark. 


First Unidentified Speaker: They're all really old. Yeah. Now this lamp 
was made in Greece the first half of the third century B.C. Everybody knows 
what B.C. is, right? 

Voices from Children: Yes. Before Christ. 


First Speaker: Very good. 

Donahoo: The ancient oil lamps are on loan from the Cleveland Museum of Art 
to the Wayne Center for the Arts in Wooster. And by way of this exhibit and 
the work of Father Nathanial of St. Gregory Polimus Monestary in Ashland 
County, visiting students are discovering how man began his long ascent from 
darkness. 

Nathanial: The lamp allowed people to have light after the sun was gone 
and to extend the day a little bit longer. Most of them-the lamps in our 
exhibit come from the Near East-Egypt, the Holy Land. Turkey and parts of 
Greece. Most of them are made of clay. This one is going to be like the one 
with the long spout on the handle. Make a little bit of a vase shape to it so 
that it has a closed neck and a rounded body. Occasionally, the lamps would 
be mass produced by a potter who would have a design made up. Perhaps even a 
politician would have a design-a logo so to speak-kind of like the Ronald 
McDonald's giveaway. Occasionally, they would write things on them. And this 
one in Greek says . . . (reads Greek message) which means the light of Christ 
illumines all. 


Donahoo: The students from Wooster's Melrose School, learning that the oil 
lamp was the first portable source of light, understood the practicality of 
it. 


Second Unidentified Speaker: The man had more power, because when they— if 
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they heard a noise outside at night, they could take a lamp and go outside and 
see whether it was a burglar, an animal or someone that they wanted to meet. 

Donahoo: And Father Nathanial. the historian, declared the ancient craftsmen 
who made the first oil lamp should have our everlasting gratitude. 

Nathanial: Uh-huh. We'd all be staggering around in the dark if it weren't 
for that. 

Donahoo: Del Donahoo, with Man's Ascent from Darkness, at the Wayne Center 
for the Arts in Wooster. 

Tom Sweeney (Co-anchor): And you got to leave it to Del Donahoo to shed a 
little light on the subject for you. 

Dieken: Find a good subject for you. too. 

Sweeney: Absolutely. 
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